HAMBLE PENINNSULA AGAINST GRAVEL EXTRACTION

“KEEP THE PRESSURE ON!!”

This is the message we are hearing from all round. 

1. MERIDIAN NEWS reported a story on FRIDAY - looking at the South Hampshire sites

2. A DOWNING STREET PETITION was set up so sign up

3. CAR STICKERS ARE BEING CIRCULATED – STICK THEM ON YOUR CAR WINDOWS/BUMPERS ETC

Sally Simmonds, Hamble Village resident, of Meridian News, researched a story covering the issue of gravel extraction along the South Coast. The story covers a site at Chichester as well as Hamble.   It was shown on 24th October and was online on their website.

She has had interviews with various people associated with sites around the South Hampshire area plus with members of Hampshire County Council Planning Department.

What we’ve been told is that Hampshire County Council (HCC) is frustrated about the process that allocates the quantity of gravel the County Councils must find. This is imposed on them from regional and national government. The HCC lack the ability to take into account marine sources, the recession and the actual need within the County. Whilst they are campaigning for a lower quantity, our sources also say that SEERA (Regional Government) is likely to impose a figure higher than the one Hampshire County Council want to work towards. Which means HCC will need to identify more, not less sites. This means the Hamble Airfield is still in the firing line. 

However, it has been indicated to us, on more than one occasion, that HCC recognise the Hamble Airfield as the most contentious of the remaining sites and if there was a possibility to reduce the number of sites, this site would be removed. Therefore we must keep up the pressure!

Another issue highlighting the appalling process is the fact that the Port of Southampton, run by ABP, is applying for consent to dredge Southampton Water. They estimate the dredged material will contain 1.2 million tonnes of sand and gravel. At present, this will simply be dumped offshore at a designated dumping site.  There is currently no provision or no plan to land this at any of the existing aggregate wharves and utilise this material, currently it is supposedly being dumped offshore. Surely this should be a condition of consent and added to the quantity HCC has found – it is a new source that will not yet have been taken into account. 

So we must keep the pressure on!  Keep lobbying HCC as well as the Regional Assembly (SEERA) and any contacts nationally.

Write to your MP, HCC or any contact your have at a Government level expressing your thoughts on this.
Cllr Ken Thornber, Leader Hampshire County Council,

The Castle, 

Winchester,

Hampshire, SO23 8ZB

Ken.thornber@hants.gov.uk
Chris Huhne , your MP 

Chris Huhne, 109a Leigh Road, Eastleigh, SO50 9DR

chris@chrishuhne.org.uk
Keith House, leader of Eastleigh Borough Council

Keith.House@eastleigh.gov.uk
Tim LeRoy has set up a Petition on the Downing Street website.  This is to bring to the attention of the Government the fact that many sources of aggregate are not being taken into consideration in the minerals plan, such as marine and recycled, and to point out that we need to work in a much more efficient way with our gravel extraction.  Plus we need to think about the demand in economic times such as these, however this is a short term solution.

So Please sign up to the Downing Street petition we have set up to raise the issue at National Government:   http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/gravelpits/
The long term picture shows our actual response to the HCC Plan not actually being activated until mid 2009, due to various delays in the HCC plan so far and mainly to do with the quantity of aggregate needed.  However we should not sit back – we must keep the pressure on.

We have set up a Steering Group with the Hamble Parish Council, who have set up a 3 Parishes group of Hamble, Burseldon and Netley.   We are keeping abreast of timelines and formulating a plan of attack.  We are sourcing research and trying to continue to educate the Peninsular.

Act now!

Sign the Petition, keep on Lobbying, spread the word with your car sticker.

Keep up to date on www.hamblerage.co.uk
info@hamblerage.co.uk
